Jesus’ Passion in Matthew

Passion Sunday

4/17/11

Today’s message comes directly from the passage of scripture we are about to read together.  There will be no additional comment from me, no attempt at further interpretation.  The text stands on its own, the passion of our Lord According to Matthew.


Just a few comments before we read.  First, about the word “passion.”    When we refer to Christ’s passion, we’re focusing on the Latin meaning of the word which means “to suffer.”  The Passion of Christ refers to the sufferings he endured from the time of the Last Supper through the Crucifixion.


When we think of Christ’s suffering, we usually think first of his physical suffering.  Without a doubt he suffers physically, more than any of us can imagine.  From flogging to being nailed to the cross to the hours leading to his death, Jesus suffered tremendously.


But as we read, pay attention also to the other ways he suffered.  He very much suffered from the abandonment of almost everyone that followed him.  From Judas to Peter to the disciples, Jesus was left to suffer alone.  He suffered emotionally, as false charges were brought to the High Priest, and then to Pilate.  To be falsely accused would be a terrible thing to have to endure.  Listen to what Pilate thinks of the charges, and then what he does to shift the blame to others.  And then he suffered the emotional abuse of the soldiers who mocked him as king, the crowds who watched, the religious leaders, and even the bandits who were crucified with him.


And finally, Jesus suffered spiritually.  He prays that this cup of suffering might pass from him, but leaves that decision to the will of His Father.  He even feels abandoned by the Father as he cries out from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me!”


Jesus suffering involved his whole being.  And yet, he endured without anger or defensiveness.   In Matthew, Jesus fulfills his God-given destiny foreshadowed in the Scriptures. Jesus is the obedient Son of God, tenaciously faithful even in the midst of extreme suffering. 

The reading is before you.  Various members of the congregation will be reading the different parts as we come to them, from where they are seated.  Connie Degn (Pam Peterson) will be reading the narration provided by the gospel writer Matthew.  All the highlighted parts are to be read by the entire congregation.  Sometimes we are frightened disciples.  Sometimes we are the priests, testifying against Jesus. Sometimes we are the angry crowd, calling for Jesus’ death.  Sometimes we are the soldiers, mocking him.  
In the end, this is a story that involves all of us.  For Christ’s passion was for us. The suffering he endured was so that we might receive forgiveness and the promise of life eternal.  The passion is a love story, Christ’s love for us.  

So, let today’s message begin, “The Passion of our Lord According to Matthew.”     
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