Encounter with Jesus- The Man Born Blind-Sight Received!
John 9:1-41

Lent 4

April 3rd, 2011

Today’s message is in outline form

I.  Introduction

    A.  Unusual, missing from story is the sense of joy and happiness about the sight that was given to this man.  More about the blindness of the people in the story, than the miracle of sight.

    B.  Some of us where glasses, to help us with our vision.  Not aware of anyone in the church who is actually blind, without sight physically.  But we are all blind in some other ways, not seeing things around us.

   C. Provo Tabernacle fire report- how many people failed to see what was happening, before it was too late.  Problems with the alarm system- false alarms, no one reported it or had it checked.  Lights installed too close to dry wood, not intentionally.  Choir members smelling an unusual oder, not reporting it.  A passerby saw what he thought was fog above the building, when, in reality, it was smoke.  When the alarm sounded, the building security assumed it was just another false alarm, and turned it off.  Someone heard cracking sounds and assumed it was just the building creaking.  By the time someone realized what was actually happened, the whole attic had burned, a whole developed in the ceiling, and a new source of oxygen caused the fire to go out of control.  
D.  By the way, did anyone notice anything different about what I’m wearing or the way the chancel area looks today?  White stole, covering of chalice  We often fail to see and all have blind spots in our lives.

II.  Body  Whose blind in this story?

      A.  Disciples- Who sinned, this man or his parents?  Blinded by a cultural understanding that physical handicaps must be caused by some kind of sin.  Parents- or even the man himself, in the womb, has some kind of sin.  Sounds ridiculous to us.  But the understandings of the culture at the time are powerful.  Blind to other possibilities.  What kind of cultural stereotypes are we carrying around today that in a generation or two people will look back and say, how could they think that?

    B.  Neighbors-   Some questioned if the same man they knew had actually been healed.  Really didn’t believe a miracle could actually happen in their midst.  Blind to supernatural possibilities.  How often am I like that, skeptical of God’s activity in my midst?  How many miracles have I missed as a result.

   C.  Pharisees- Blinded by the rules, their own rules.  This healing took place on the Sabbath.  That’s against the rules.  You don’t work on the Sabbath.  You don’t make mud and place it in someone’s eyes and send them off to a pool to wash.  That’s work.  That’s sinning.  Sinners don’t do miracles.  They were so wrapped up in doing things the right way, by the book, they quenched the possibility that God’s Spirit could work differently.  They thought they saw everything crystal clear because they followed the rules.  In fact, they were the ones who were blind to the Spirit at work in their midst.
D. The Parents-   Wouldn’t give an explanation as to how their son now saw.  Maybe they genuinely did not know. But the gospel writer tells us, they wouldn’t say anything, because they were afraid to.   Had they confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, they would have been thrown out of the synagogue.  They would be outcast, lost within their own community.  Too much to bear.  They’d  rather see it happen to their son, than to themselves.  They were blind because of fear.  How often do I fail to act, because of fear of what others might think of me?

E.  Man born blind, himself.  Maybe that’s why no joy is mentioned at first.  “He washed and came back able to see.”   That’s it.  No wow!  Amazing!  I can see!   Physical miracle is de-emphasized, because the greater, spiritual miracle, has not yet taken place.

F.  Here’s the good news.  The spiritual miracle does happen for him, and it can happen for us as well.  This man’s life is forever changed, not just physically with his sight restored, but spiritually.  This man comes to see Jesus as Messiah.  This man come to God.  
    Process-  First, when asked by the neighbors he says Jesus the man healed him.  When the Pharisees pressed him the first time, he said about Jesus, “He is a prophet.”  When they confront him the second time, the spiritual blindness was beginning to fade.  Now he says, “If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  So strong is his testimony to the Pharisees, they found it offensive, and drove him out of the synagogue.  He was now an out cast in his own community.

G.  But here’s the good news for him and for us.  When he’s cast out, at his weakest and most vulnerable time, Jesus comes to him.  Jesus does not abandon him.   Jesus reveals himself to him as the Son of Man.  And the man responsds with faith.  “Lord I believe.”  He has physical sight, and now spiritual sight.  And then we finally see joy.  3 words.  “And he worshipped him.”  

III.  Not one of us here who is not blinded in some way by sin.  Like disciples we carry around cultural blindness and prejudice we can’t see, but maybe others do.  Like the neighbors our narrow view of the world may fail to see miracles right in our midst.  Like the Pharisees we may try and restrict God’s actions to certain ways, blind that God may be at work quite differently.  Like the parents we may be blind to the needs of others because of fear.  Like the man born blind who was given physical sight, we may see physically, but in darkness spiritually.  But, in the midst of all our blindness, Jesus still comes.  He is the light of the world.  The light is here.    We just need to let it shine on us.  All we need to do is receive by faith, like the man born blind.  Trust in God’s presence.  Trust in the light, to scatter the darkness.  O, we won’t be perfect.  The darkness still creeps in.  But now we know we have the light, to send it away.  And that leads us to worship. The light has overcome the darkness.  God’s forgiveness overcomes our blindness.  Praise God, who loves us so much, that he gives us not only physical sight, but spiritual sight to know Him, as well.  Amen
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